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2017. Eight-five percent consumer 
connection level will have been 
reached by year-end, with 86,229 
remaining households projected to 
be provided electricity," she added. 

As a lending institution, the NEA 
has also extended 
a total of PhP 6. 785 
billion assistance to 
ECs, which already 
exceeded the PhP 5 
billion target. 

Gov e rnance 

champions 

The public revalida, 
which headlined 
g o v e r n a n c e  
champions and 
a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  
advocates, is the 
last stage in the 
application process 
before any agency 
is given the IGG 
status. 

The public revalida 
allows the head of 
the agency to deliver 
testimony on how 
the organization has undertaken a 
"transformative journey" to create 
an impact on the lives of the Filipinos 
and the public sector. 

For the NEA, organizers convened 
an international panel composed of 
Ms. Melissa Mahoney of Claremont 
Graduate University, Mr. Jiwan 
Acharya of Asian Development 
Bank, Atty. Fe Sarin and Atty. 
Adelita Vergel de Dias of Institute 
for Solidarity in Asia (ISA), Dr. 
James Simanjuntak of Indonesian 
Institute for Corporate Directorship, 
Ms. Rosario Calderon of Green 
Global Ideas, Mr. Chrysogonus 
Herrera of AES Corporation, and Mr. 
Luca Vezzaro of Italian Chamber of 
Commerce in the Philippines. 
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During the revalida, panelists 
lauded the Agency for being an 
"enabler" and for achieving what 
they described as "impressive" 
breakthrough results in the 
electrification program. 

"You are an enabler. You provide the 
electric cooperatives financial and 
technical assistance to energize 
areas," Atty. Sarin said who, 
incidentally, is also a former Chair 
of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 

Likewise, the Governance 
Commission for GOCCs (GCG) 
commended the NEA for "going 
beyond what it has officially been 
required and engaging the public 
further through the private sector 
initiatives such as the Islands of 
Good Governance." 

The citation, read by GCG 
Commissioner Angela E. Ignacio, 

added that "the quest of the GCG 
to improve the GOCC sector ... 
[has] shown especially in the case 
of how NEA has been transformed 
into a truly responsive government 
agency." 

Co n sultative 

leadership 

For her part, 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
Bueno credited 
the consultative 
leadership of the 
Agency as a key 
element in the 
sustainability of 
its governance 
mechanisms. 

She added 
that people's 
involvement has 
always been one 
of the strong points 
of the Agency, 
creating among 
the employees 
a "sense of 
ownership" in 
every program it 
implements. 

The I SA which speahearded the IGG 
is set to showcase at the upcoming 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(�PEC) Summit a report on good 
governance undertaken by NEA 
and other IGG awardees. 

Center photo shows NEA 
Administrator Edita Bueno during 

the IGG Public Revalida held at 

the PICC on October 20, 2015. 

Listening to the Agency's story of 
transformation were panelists (1) 

Atty. Adelita Verge/ de Dias, (2) Atty. 
• 

Fe Barin, (3) Mr. Jiwan Acharya, (4) 

Ms. Melissa Mahoney, (5) Mr. Luca 

Vezzaro, (6) Ms. Rosario Calderon, 
(7) Mr Chrysogonus Herrera, 

and (8) Dr. James Simanjuntak. 
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NEA, ECs energize 30 thousandth sitio, reach 11 millionth 
household connection 

Sec. Almendras leads ceremonial switch-on 

Wrth only a few months before the target 
completion of the Sitio Electrification 
Program (SEP), the NEA, together with rrs 
partner electric cooperatives (ECs), has 
already made strides in accomplishing 
the total electrification mandate through 
the energization of the 30 thousandth 
sitio and the attainment of the 11 millionth 
household connection. 

NEA Administrator Edita S. Bueno said 
these milestones reflect the "strengthened 
partnership of the Agency and the ECs in 
bringing powerto many underserved sitios 
in the country and helping rural people 
gain access to basic social services." 

The 30 thousandth sitio energized under 
the SEP is Sitio Malipayon in Sagay 
Cfy located w�in the coverage area of 
Northern Negros Electric Cooperative 
(Noneco), while consumer - Ms. Luisa 
Laguyo of Sitio Nompolia, Hungduan, 
lfugao was identified as the beneficiary 
of the 11 millionth household connection 
under the coverage area of the lfugao 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. (lfelco). 

"SEP is government's way of embracing 
the Filipinos, especially those who 
are far from the metropolis and have 

been enduring inaocessibilfy to power," 
Administrator Bueno said. 

In a testimonial given by Mrs Evangeline 
Tabaquero and her student-daughter, 
Magielyn, of San Jose, Tartac, during the 
NEA-EC Milestones and Recognrrion 
Ceremonies, the beneficiaries noted 
"transformations" in their way of life after their 
communfy had been energized. 

Teacher Evangeline said she is now able 
to download learning materials from the 
Internet, prepare her lesson plan without 
hassle, and submrr reports immediately, 
while Magielyn said the availabilfy of power 
in their area encouraged her to study even 
more during night-time. 

Mrs. Tabaquero added that performance 
of her students continues to improve 
dramatically because of power, enabling 
them to even compete wrrh schools that are 
in urban areas. 

Meanwhile, Cabinet Secretary Jose Rene 
Almendras who was guest of honor and 
speaker at the event underscored the v�I 
role of rural electrification in improving the 
lives of Filipinos in far-flung sitios in the 
country. 

"I want to celebrate the innovation and the 
attention of the electric cooperatives and NEA 
to the needs of the people . . .  You are serving a 
need nobody else can do," he said. 

The former Secretary of the Department of 
Energy added that the SEP began with only one 
desire which is to give the best for the Filipinos. 

"From the very beginning, the objective was 
about doing something good for the Filipino 
people, doing the right thing for the Filipino 
people," Sec. Almendras said. 

SEP, which has a goal of electrifying 32,441 sitios 
by the first quarter of 2016, is part of President 
Benigno S. Aquino Ill's Social Contract with the 
Filipino People. 

From October 2011 to November 2015, NEA 
was able to connect to the grid a total of 30,023 
sitios, bringing the srrio electrification level to 
97.66%. 

Meanwhile, consumer connection was raised 
to- 11 .076 million, wrrh additional 440,360 
consumers connected in 2015. 

The Aquino administration has so far approved 
a total of PhP 22.31 billion subsidy assistance to 
the Agency to implement the program. 

SEP beneficiaries Mrs. Evangeline Tabaquero {fourth from R) and daughter Magielyn (second from R) of San Jose, Tarlac give testimonies on how the 

Rural Electrification Program has improved their lives and given happiness to the residents of their community. With them on stage are Sec. Jose Rene 

Almendras, Cong. Reynaldo Umali, NEA Administrator Edita Bueno, NEA Board Members, EC officials, and other SEP beneficiaries. Inset photo shows Sec. 

Almendras delivering his keynote speech. 
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